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*« FOSSIL RECORD. No fossils are known.

 PERTINENT LITERATURE. General accounts are in
Conant and Collins (1991), Petranka (1998), and Jensen (1999).
The diets of P. petraeus and sympatric P. glutinosus were com-
pared in Jensen and Whiles (2000). Aspects of life history were
discussed in Jensen et al. (2002). Morphology, as it relates to
climbing abilities, was described by Wynn et al. (1988). Habi-
tat features were presented in Wynn et al. (1988), Jensen (1999),
and Jensen et al. (2002). Genetic relationships, as determined
by analysis of allozymes, with other members of the P. glutinosus
species group and other members of the genus Plethodon were
presented by Wynn et al. (1988) and Highton (1995). Conver-
gent evolution of color pattern among P. petraeus, P.
yonahlossee, and P. ouachitae was discussed by Highton (1995)
and of digit morphology between P. petraeus and Aneides by
Wynn et al. (1988). Conservation status was addressed in Jensen
(1999). A key was provided by Powell et al. (1998).

* ETYMOLOGY. The specific epithet is derived from the Greek
word “petraeos,” which means “among rocks” or “rock-dwell-
ing” (Wynn et al. 1988). The only site from which this species
is currently known is the basis for the common name.

« COMMENTS. National Museum of Natural History (USNM)
specimens 491335-491337 were collected by Carol Ruckdeschel
and Mac Rogers on 23 August 1972 based on their recognition
of the salamanders’ morphological uniqueness. These specimens,
originally identified by Richard Highton as P. glutinosus, ap-
parently because the distinctive dorsal coloration was lost in
preservative, substantially predate the published discovery of
the species (24 May 1986; Wynn et al. 1988).
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