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Henderson (1991) provided detailed descriptions of this species.
Shreve and Williams (1963) provided a less detailed description.
Trueb and Tyler (1974) provided detailed data on external
morphology, throat musculature, vocal sac structure, extrinsic
musculature of the cloaca, and cranial, axial, and pelvic
osteology. Noble (1927) provided a description of the tadpole.

* ILLUSTRATIONS. Black and white photographs appear in
Noble (1923a,b), Mertens (1939, 1940), Henderson and
Schwartz (1984), Franz (2003), and Powell and Henderson
(2003); line drawings of the dorsum, interior of mouth, lateral
view of head, and underside of fore- and hindfoot appear in
Cochran (1941). Trueb and Tyler (1974) provided line drawings
of osteological characters. A line drawing of a “young” tadpole
appears in Noble (1927). A black and white photograph of O.
vastus habitat is in Mertens (1939).

* DISTRIBUTION. The species is endemic to Hispaniola,
where it is widely distributed but localized. In Haiti, the range
includes an area south of the Plaine de Cul de Sac where these
frogs have been recorded from the Massif de la Hotte, Montagne
Noire, south of the Massif de la Selle; populations in northern
Haiti are known only from Dondon and Plaisance (Massif du
Nord). In the Dominican Republic, the distribution includes the
eastern slopes of the Sierra de Baoruco, Cordillera Central,
Cordillera Septentrional, the Sierra de Yamasd, and lowland and
sea-level localities (Peninsula de Samand; Liali, Higiiey). Ele-
vational distribution is from sea level to about 1700 m, but these
frogs appear to be most abundant along streams between 300
and 1070 m.

* FOSSIL RECORD. None.

« PERTINENT LITERATURE. Relevant references are listed
by topic: biogeography (Hedges 1996, Trueb and Tyler 1974),
conservation (Powell et al. 2000), distribution (Hedges 1999;
Myers 1950; Schwartz and Henderson 1988, 1991; Schwartz
and Thomas 1975), eggs (Noble 1925), eye shape (Noble 1931),
habitat (Franz 2003, Mertens 1939, Noble 1923a, Powell et al.
1999, Schwartz and Henderson 1991, Shreve and Williams
1963), immunological data (Hass et al. 2001), natural history
(Noble 1923a, Shreve and Williams 1963, Schwartz and
Henderson 1991), osteology (Trueb and Tyler 1974), phylogeny
(Anderson 1996, Crother 1999, Dunn 1926, Trueb 1970, Trueb
and Tyler 1974), reproductive biology (Crombie 1999; Noble,
1923a, 1925, 1927), size (Cochran 1961, Meshaka 2001), skin
secretions (Cochran 1961, Noble 1923a, 1931, Shreve and
Williams 1963), skin texture (Noble 19927), systematics and
taxonomy (Hedges 1996, Trueb and Tyler 1974), and
descriptions of the tadpole (Mertens 1939; Noble 1923a, 1925,
1927).

The species is included in notes, checklists, guides, and keys
by Barbour (1914, 1930, 1935, 1937), Boker (1939), Boulenger
(1882), Cochran (1924, 1941), Duellman (1977), Frost (1985),
Harding (1983), Henderson and Schwartz (1984), Henderson et
al. (1984), Mertens (1938a,b, 1939), Nieden (1923) Powell et
al. (1996, 1999), Schwartz and Henderson (1985, 1988), and
Schwartz and Thomas (1975).

* NOMENCLATURAL HISTORY. Although considered a
member of the hylid genus Hyla since its original description,
Hedges (1996), based on protein electrophoresis, microcomple-
ment fixation, and DNA sequencing, by implication reassigned
H. vasta to the hylid genus Osteopilus.

* ETYMOLOGY. The specific epithet vastus is from the Latin
for enormous. Surely this is in reference to the size of adult

Osteopilus vastus; Cope (1871), in his description, referred to it
as “The largest species of the genus . . .”
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